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1 Peter 4

“ Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves
also with the same purpose, because the one who has suffered in the
flesh has ceased from sin, 280 as to live the rest of the time in the
flesh no longer for human lusts, but for the will of God. s For the
time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire
of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of indecent behavior, lusts,
drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, and wanton idolatries. 4 In
all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them in the
same excesses of debauchery, and they slander youw; s but they will
give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the
dead. 6 For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to
those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as
people, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.

The end of all things is near;
therefore, be of sound judgment and

sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.”
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Chronology of the End Times (Matthew 24-25)

24:4-14 24:15-28 24:29-31 25:31-46

“The beginning of “TheGreat
birth pangs Tribulation”

v False Christs will come

v Wars & rumors of wars , , v .
v Famine & earthquakes v Abomination - 2nd é&‘f""g
V Believers hated by all  ©F desolation of Christ

¥ Conflict within the ch. V' Unparalleled

Judgment day

v False prophets tribulation Matthew 24:3

v Many are mislead V False signs “what will be. the sign
v Increased lawlessness of your coming, and
v Love will grow cold of the end of the age?”

v World evangelism

Events 30% Ethics 70% 5




If we knew that this world would end

in our lifetime

what would we change going forward?

1 Peter should help us

Think about it!

Ethics for the End of Times

1 Peter 4
“1Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm
yourselves also with the same purpose,”

#1 Suffer injustice graciously -
It’s not will we suffer
but HOW will we respond to it.

“The beginning of birth pangs” “TheGreat Tribulation”

Vv False Christs will come ¥’ False prophets v “Abomination
v Wars & rumors of wars v Many are mislead of desolation”
v Famine & earthquakes V' Increased lawlessness v Unparalleled
v Believers hated by all v Love will grow cold tribulation

v Conflict within the ch. v World evangelism v False signs

+ We are not alone, Jesus shares our suffering. 7
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With respect to
our suffering:
. ““The cross is God
L5 taking on flesh
| and blood and

saying, “Me too.” ﬁ s s
e &', 3
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Romans 8

“22 For we know that the whole creation groans
and suffers the pains of childbirth together
until now. 23 And not only this, but also we
ourselves, having the first fruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption
as sons, the redemption of our body.”

As broken people in a

\ \ broken world we suffer

%'\ and groan while waiting
. the promised glory
that is to follow.

Philippians 3:10
“that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being conformed to his death;”

The challenge of suffering
is not only with how we respond to it,
but also with how we see Christ in it.

Romans 8
“16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, 17 and if children,
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that
we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I
consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory that is to be revealed to us.” 10

1 Peter 4
1. .. because the one who has suffered in the
flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest
of the time in the flesh no longer for human
lusts, but for the will of God.”

#2 Share in Christ’s death willingly -

In baptism, we died to our old self to
live as new persons through union
with Christ’s death and resurrection.
Romans 12:1
“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your

spiritual service of worship,”

[43
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“3 For the time already past is sufficient for you
to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles,
having pursued a course of indecent behavior,
lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking
parties, and wanton idolatries.”

We no longer seek our soul’s
deepest longings from this world.

We have had time to experience
the emptiness of trying to find life
in all the wrong places.
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Romans 2

“4 For when Gentiles who do not have
the Law do instinctively the things of the
Law, . .. 15 .. they show the work of the
Law written in their hearts, their
conscience bearing witness and their
thoughts alternately accusing or else
defending them.”

The shadow of God’s image
in every human soul bears witness
to a universal sense and longing for a life

that cannot be met through this world.
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HlerarChy Transcendence
of human
needs Self actualization

- Cognitive / Aesthetic

Esteem needs
- respect from others

Abraham Maslow
Belonging needs
- social security
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Fullness of Life

Spiritually
i =
oriented Universal (1]
- sense of good / evil g
=

Society =

Soci a||y - respect for society’s norms =
; (-1}
oriented Clan 5
- respect for family interests =

Pragmatic

Sensually - respect for reciprocity

“There is a God shaped
vacuum in the heart of
every man which cannot
be filled by any created
thing, but only by God,
the Creator, made
known through

Jesus.”

Blaise Pascal

Critical
longings

Casual
longings
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R . Jealousy Conflict Covetousness
: ‘.:l Promiscuity Material Arrogance
=,
Sexual Wwealth  pora
pride  fulfillment ‘ freedom Hostility
| Social ’ Political
s image Power
T Idolatry '
&R Baptism (looking in the wrong places)
longin :‘l:’als Wt““ Longings A
€ 100 . Y
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1 Peter 4

T great exchanges

so that we might
become the
righteousness
of God in Him.”

2 Corinthians 5:21
“He made Him who
knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, ¥

Our sin

The Word of the Cross
His righteousness

“4 In all this, they are surprised that you
do not run with them in the same excesses
of debauchery, and they slander you;”

#3 Separate from the world wisely -
As aliens, we should expect to be out of
place and misunderstood in this world.

» Take your baptism seriously.
e We should resist the world’s false “messiahs”.

* Hypocrisy - Double minded - trying to find life
and hope in both this world and the kingdom.

* Majoring on minors - Confusing Christianity
with worldly nationalism, politics, racism, etc.

* Disrespect - Ignoring the “image of God” in
others through pride, insensitivity, bitterness. etc.

* Failing to Prepare - Caring for
the future of those under our care,
preparing for but not counting on
life and ministry for an indefinite
period of time.
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His sacrifice * We should not be surprised or resentful if
The Wap of the € > misunderstood or left out.
¢ Way of the Cross
? * We should not be misfits for the wrong reasons.
Our sacrifice 20 21
M is fit i n de X “sbut they will give an account to Him who is

ready to judge the living and the dead.”

We know that our choices
come with consequences.

6 For the gospel has for this purpose been
preached even to those who are (now) dead, that
though they are judged in the flesh (having died
physically) as (mortal) people, they may live in the
spirit according to the will of God.”

Be assured that those who have already died will
not miss out on the promises of God for those
who follow Him (and those who do not).
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1 Peter 4
“7 The end of all things is near; therefore,
be of sound judgment and sober spirit for
the purpose of prayer.”

#4 Sense the times prudently -
We should recognize
that our time is short on this earth.

Every generation is challenged
to live like they are at the end of history

(but only in certain respects).
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2 Peter 3

“3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers
will come with their mocking, following after their
own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue just as they were from the beginning
of creation.”. . . 8 But do not let this one fact escape
your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one
day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
willing for any to perish, but for all to come to
repentance.”

Fact #1
Don’t put God “on the clock.”
25

Matthew 25 (Parable of Ten Virgins)

“ Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable
to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out
to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were
foolish, and five were prudent. ; For when the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them, . but the prudent took oil in flasks along
with their lamps. s Now while the bridegroom
was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to
sleep. ¢ But at midnight there was a shout, “Behold,
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all
those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps.”

Fact #2
Be prepared to wait.
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Matthew 24 (Parable of Attentive Servant)

“46 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so
doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you, that he
will put him in charge of all his possessions. s
But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master
is not coming for a long time,’ 49 and shall begin
to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with
drunkards; so the master of that slave will come on
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour
which he does not know, 51 and shall cut him in
pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites;
weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth.”

Fact #3
Focus on our calling not God’s calling.
27

Our calling

#1 Be attentive, active, & accountable.
#2 Be prepared to wait and endure.
#3 Know our calling and live it out.

The letters of Paul and Peter
outline our calling and responsibilities.

Our message “The Word of the Cross”

Our mission “The Way of the Cross”
28

If | knew that this world would end
in my lifetime
what would | change going forward?

This is not a hypothetical question

We do not know when THE world will end,
but we know OUR world will end when we die.

These are the last days
for each of us!
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If | knew that this world would end
in my lifetime
what would | change going forward?

3 The end of OUR world
" IS near.

¢ | would listen more, speak less, forgive freely,
bless generously, and empathize deeply.

| would care more about the cares of other’s,
and less about how others think about me.

| would laugh more often, be more thankful and
less busy, worship more and worry less.

#1 Suffer injustice graciously

#2 Share in Christ’s death willingly
#3 Separate from the world wisely
#4 Sense the times prudently

| would take my baptism more seriously and
myself less seriously.

| would pray more passionately, live more

courageously, and love more deeply.
I would be a better alien ambassador

30

#5 Serve others lovingly
(Next week) 4:8-11

31

Romans12

Us 14-2] !facesuffering Itis
Taking your baptism . from Grace
seriously Response to the to Grace

I am united
US 1a  with Christ

1

I have died
US 1b-2  tomyold life

world must be

graciously given

5 &
Grace of God Love for the
must be deeply brethren must be
sensed openly shown

I love all those
vs 9-13 who God loves

I have a role
vs 6-8 'in ministry

2.
Cross of Christ US 3-5 ofChivmeiuoet, Gifts4¢;f the
must be willingly Spirit must be
carried 3. properly used
Body of Christ
must be rightl
The Word of the Cross | ™discernea | The Way of the Cross
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